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Doug Klotz
1908 SE 35th Pl
Portland, OR 97214
3‑28‑19
Response to I‑5 Rose Quarter Project Environmental Assessment
To: Oregon Department of Transportation
info@i5Rose Quarter.org
Att: Megan Channell
123 NW Flanders St.
Portland, OR 97209
Dear Ms. Channell:
I believe that the EA for this project does not show “No Impacts”, and I contend that the project will have undesirable,
unmitigated impacts, in several categories, which I will list. Because of this, I request that ODOT undertake an
Environmental Impact Study for this project.
Here are some of the findings that I disagree with:
3.2.2.2 Air Quality in Build Alternative. I disagree that there will be no worsening of air quality. The analysis ODOT did
does not assume any Induced Demand, which is a well‑known and documented effect of improving flow on a highway.
3.5.2.2 Climate Change. I disagree with the conclusions here. As with the Air Quality section, it appears that ODOT has
not accounted for the Induced Demand that will result from this project, and the increased Greenhouse Gases that
would be generated, compared to the No‑Build alternative.
3.6.2.2 and 3.6.2.3 Environmental Justice. I disagree that the project will mitigate the injustices wrought upon the
neighborhood by past projects. The street connectivity is made worse by the removal of the Flint Ave. bridge, which runs
in the historic corridor where Flint Ave. was. The Dixon‑Hancock bridge does not replicate an historic street, and indeed
will be so steep that it will not meet ADA specifications, and not be accessible to the disabled or the elderly. The series
of switchback ramps proposed will make the walking trip at least a block longer than a car trip on the new bridge. The
large radius corners on Broadway and on Weidler will make it more difficult, and indeed dangerous, to walk along these
two main streets through the project area.
3.9.2.2 Land Use. I disagree that there is not land use impact or that no mitigation is needed. The parking lot behind
the Paramount Apartments is a parcel that could be converted to housing now. The size and shape of the parcel are
suitable for multifamily housing as well as commercial. The project plans to acquire a segment of that parking lot,
diagonally through the middle of it. This would render the parcel almost undevelopable, and also permanently remove
that land from being “buildable land”, within a “high opportunity area” as identified by the Portland Housing Bureau, an
area where people have better access to jobs, schools, and other vital needs that are especially necessary for those
suffering from previous racial discrimination in the area to thrive. No alternative parcel is being created with the
development capability of the parking lot north of the Paramount Apartments. No mitigation for this loss of valuable
land is being proposed.
3.10.2.2 Noise. The addition of a sound wall adjacent to Tubman School will reduce light into the school, and perhaps
reduce the noise, but is not an adequate mitigation, considering part of the Tubman property will be impacted by moving
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the freeway canyon closer to the school. The noise of pile‑driving under (!) the school will probably cause displacement
during construction. Moving students out and then back disrupts the learning process, and cannot be mitigated.
3.11.2.2 Right of Way. The acquisition of the swath through the parking lot north of the Paramount Apartments, in
order to build the Hancock/Dixon street is an adverse affect on that buildable parcel, and an imposition on the property
owner that is not adequately mitigated. Land that could have been used to compensate the owner is being consumed
for the switchback ramps along the new street. This is an impact that is not mitigated.
3.13.2.2 Socioeconomic Impacts. Because the new roadways, bike lanes and sidewalks on the surface streets are
changed in such a way as to make travel more dangerous for pedestrians, there will probably be an increase of
pedestrian/auto crashes along the south side of Broadway and the north and south sides of Weidler in the “box” area.
The large radius (50’ to 70’’) turns, and signaling (as described to me by the PBOT Project Coordinator) that do not give
pedestrians a signal phase where they are not threatened by “left on green” traffic movements (and also possibly by
“right on green” movements at the southbound on‑ramp), will very likely result in more pedestrian injuries or deaths.
This is a significant negative impact that is not mitigated. See also the Transportation section below.
The connection that N Vancouver used to provide, was a casualty of early work on this project, which realigned the I5
southbound offramp where it landed at Vancouver and Broadway. Historically there were sidewalks on both sides of
Vancouver, leading to Broadway. Until about 2014, the west sidewalk was usable, although not ADA compliant.

However, in 2015 that sidewalk was narrowed to a point, just shy of the crosswalk, and a sign place 400’ north, stating
the sidewalk was “closed”.
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This removal of a critical sidewalk connection is a negative impact to the connectivity of the neighborhood to the north,
down to the project area.
This could be remedied in the project, by shifting the Vancouver bridge to the east, to allow those auto lanes to “aim”
Southwest into the intersection so that lanes connect, and there is still room for the west Vancouver sidewalk to connect:

ODOT proposed design
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One proposed design that could accommodate a west sidewalk.
These comments would be applicable to the Transportation section below, as well.
3.14.2.2 Transportation. There are many transportation changes, some positive, but there are enough negative
changes that would disproportionately affect pedestrians, that this is a “significant impact” of the project, that is not
mitigated.
The worst changes will likely result in more pedestrian deaths from crashes at 5 intersections on the Broadway and
Weidler corridors. These two drawings, recently released by ODOT, show the block of Weidler from Vancouver to
Williams. The NW corner of Weidler and Williams, for instance, now has a corner radii of about 10’. The proposal shows
a corner radii (confirmed by conversation with Caitlin Reff of PBOT as being designed for a WB67 truck), of about 50’ to
70’ radius:
Here’s the current configuration (presumably the No‑build):
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Notice that the NW corner of N Williams and Weidler (at right) has about a 10’ radius, (similar to the corners of N
Vancouver and Weidler)
Here’s the proposal, showing the large radius corners at the NW and NE corners of N Williams and Weidler:

Notice that the very large corners mean that autos will speed around these corners. Heading east, traffic will proceed on
the green light along Weidler, likely at the same time that pedestrians on the north side of Weidler are proceeding across
the crosswalks. Also, the locations of crosswalks, “around the corner” from the tangent roadway, puts pedestrians out of
sight of a motorist, or out of the view they’re concentrating on, for some time before the driver is close enough to notice
pedestrians in the crosswalk.
While PBOT/ODOT staff claim to use the ODOT Traffic Level of Stress measurements to gauge this danger, the TLS tool
ODOT specifies does not even address corner radius as a significant issue. ODOT/PBOT do not use the NACTO Guide, a
industry‑wide guide to constructing better pedestrian and bicycle facilities.
The corners in the project that have these large radii, and the dangerous crosswalks, are shown here:
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All of these crosswalks would be more dangerous for pedestrians to cross than the current crosswalks, and I expect to
see more crashes resulting in injuries or deaths to pedestrians as a result of this project. The Best Practices cited have
not helped in the City of Portland. Pedestrian injuries and deaths have been on the rise, not falling. The increased
turning radii here are used to allow large WB67 trucks to turn without using the entire receiving roadway, or slowing
down significantly. And such radii inevitably result in faster car speeds in corners. The only safety remedy that could
work is to create signal intervals where pedestrians could use these crosswalks, with no right or left turns on red, and no
right or left turns on green either, interfering with pedestrian travel. I realize that this would result in slower traffic
movement, but if ODOT truly wants to increase safety, not decrease it, this is what should be done. I’m told that ODOT
will not do this because it will reduce capacity. I think this is an unacceptable tradeoff, increasing traffic deaths in order
to increase or preserve “capacity”.
3.17.1.2 Cumulative impacts. I disagree that the project is doing “safety improvements” as a whole. While the project
may result in less crashes on the freeway, I contend it will result in more crashes on the surface streets, especially
pedestrian‑involved crashes, which have more incidence of injury or death. This impact is not mitigated.
Thus, I request that ODOT do a full Environmental Impact Statement for the project, and address the impacts I have
mentioned here.
Thank you.

Doug Klotz
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